
www.ophorus.com  info@ophorus.com 

BORDEAUX EXCURSIONS 
 

    
 

 
 

Vineyards of the Médoc and wine tasting               
 

Come and admire the lowlands of the Médoc (meaning the ‘middle land’ for it is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the 

West and the Gironde estuary to the East), which shares much resemblance with the Dutch polders. In this unique 

geological set-up, where one finds a predominant graves soil (a blend of sand and gravel), a particular knowledge has been 

passed on from one generation to the next, in order to produce the most famous red wines in the world. Along the 

châteaux route, you will come across such pearls as Château Margaux, Mouton Rothschild, and all the prestigious Bordeaux 

grands crus classés (1855 classification), as well as many crus bourgeois offering the most unusual architectural styles. 

 

   

St Emilion village and wine tasting 
 
Located on the right bank of the Dordogne River, the thousand year old vineyards of this area boast a worldwide 

reputation. Saint Emilion is a small mediaeval town set among the vines and is nicknamed ‘the hill with a thousand crus’. 

In 1989 UNESCO listed Saint Emilion and its jurisdiction among world heritage sites and one can easily understand why. 

Many monuments can be visited on the two hills: the collegial church (12th to 14th century), its cloister (14th century), 

the monolithic church, built inside limestone rock (12th century). These vineyards are extremely famous, not only for the 

fine elegant wines they produce, but also for the town which bears the same name. Despite its small size (350 acres) the 

Pomerol classification is considered as the wine-growing jewel of the area. 

 

 
Cognac and the Charente countryside                
 
Because wine travelled poorly by sea, the European merchants decided to try burning it, hence was discovered “the liquor 

of the Gods” now called Cognac, a town that lies an hour and a half North of Bordeaux. The soft flowing river and the 

gentle rolling countryside of the Charente preciously hide the secrets of the world famous brandy. 

 
 
Arcachon Bay                 
 
Practically a land-locked sea, this impressive bay is full of wonderful sites. You will discover Birds’ Island and its 

“tchanqué” cabins (on wooden piles), the Arguin oyster banks and the magnificent surrounding scenery. Visit the charming 

winter town, Pyla and its famous dune, a magical peaceful spot from where you’ll be able to enjoy a unique view of the 

bay, all the way to Cap Ferret. 

 


